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The Levites were not of the same rank as the priests. Before
the Exile the distinction was not very clear; but later it was
well marked. They were not allowed to take any part in the
cult, or even to enter the inner sanctuary. Their business was
to see that the Temple was adequately protected, to mount
guard at the gateways, and to sing in the choirs. The cult
itself was in the sole charge of the priests.1 It was inevitable
that these men, whose function was the conservation of the
cult, should represent the tendency of religion to become static.2
A great part of the esteem in which they were held was due to
their position as functionaries of the Temple.
Ill
the temple worship
The Temple was the centre of Jewish national life.3 In its
service Israel found the communal satisfaction of its deepest
and most vital impulse, and at least an illusion of national unity.
We can see by the wealth of detail given in the Mishnah and
the Gemara, which were compiled many years after its destruc-
tion, the place which it held in the minds and affections of the
Jews.
This is not the place for a description of the Temple cere-
monies or the daily life of the priests and Levites who took
part in them. Suffice it to say that the cult required the ser-
vices of priests of all ranks, and the Temple staff must have
been very large, since Josephus reckons it at twenty thousand
souls. It was divided into twenty-four " courses," each course
being responsible for the service during one week.4 Every
course therefore included priests, Levites and a company of
laymen, called a maamad, or " station.*' Thus the whole popu-
lation was divided up among the twenty-four groups, and any
layman living in or near Jerusalem had to make his appearance
at the Temple and be present at all the ceremonies of the cult
whenever the turn of his station came round. Those who lived
further from Jerusalem were supposed to assemble in their own
1	EB, art. Temple Service, § 35.
2	EB, art. Priest, characterizes these as part of the " unprogressive
traditional side of religion."
3	Cf. CCLHI* 97-118, which deals particularly with the overshadowing
of the Temple cult by the Law.    It was really the Torah that united the
Jews, not the Temple.
4	Jos., Vita, i,  1, claimed to belong to the first of these courses
(mismar — sq>rjftsQta)9 which had also included the Hasmonseans.    It was
Joarib's course (1 Mace. ii. 1).

